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The Australian Institute on Intellectual Disability

The Australian Institute on Intellectual Disability (AlID) operates as the information, research
and development arm of NCID. The AlID is entering into a new and exciting phase that will
see it expand its current role of delivering information to people with intellectual disability,
their families, service providers and the broader community.

The AIID aims to support high level, high quality, independent analysis and strategic policy
advice in order to improve the effectiveness of disability service systems, and help sharpen
the focus of groups advocating for reform and improvement.

The activities of the AlID include:

Publication and Sales

The AIID publishes and/or distributes a range of books, monographs and reports relevant to
the area of intellectual disability

Policy Research Briefs

The purpose of the AlIDGs Policy Research Briefs is to establish what is known and not
known about an issue utilising and synthesising extant research, then to depne the most
productive areas of possible research. Two Briefs currently available: Families with Members
with Disabilities: Love, Money and Public Policy and Individual Funding: Flavour of the
Day or Sea Change?

Training and Consultancy

Training and consultancy services are available from the AlID to assist and support people
with intellectual disability, their families and support services. Training and consultancy
services currently available include:

B Family Skill Development

B Advocacy Skills and Self Advocacy Skills Development

B Inclusive Schooling Strategies

Roundtables

The AIID aims to provide high-level forums where research is discussed and debated with
the aim of proposing policy principles and program directions, furthering the research agenda
and fostering new partnerships between participants.

Research & Development

The AIID aims to commission evidence-based research independent of the political agenda,
that will advance the discussions, debate and ultimately the policies affecting Australians
with intellectual disability and their families. Key priority areas include unmet needs,
accommodation support, employment, inclusive education, family skills development and
leadership.
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Presenting the Evidence:
Accommodation and Support for People with Disability

Presenting the Evidence is a report from Family Advocacy in response to the NSW
Governmentds 6Accommodation and Support Paper: Working Draftd, November 2005. The report
is published by AIID as a special edition of Interaction; it is not intended to be the last work on
accommodation and support for people with disability. It does though position the debate and
focuses discussion on the quality of life that people with disability have and can expect and the
empirical evidence that supports the funding of the highest quality of life.

Debates solely, or predominantly, about the cost of supporting people with disability are
debates about the 3 and 4™ best lives, éwhat sort of life can we afford to give to people with
disabilityg?

This is wrong! The debate must be on how do we provide and fund the best quality of life
for people with disability in an efpcient and effective way & the best being depned by what the
general community enjoys. Anything less is to treat people with disability, our daughters and
sons, as less than human beings.

The Family Advocacy report gives us the evidence as to what is presently the best that we
as a community can fund and provide.

Disability support is the one funding programme that governments do not bring empirical
evidence to when making decisions. There is much talk in the medical community of evidence-
based practice and discussion and debates are focused on research and data; this translates into
governments striving to provide the best outcomes for patients from the health dollar. Imagine
a government telling Australian women 0you can have the 4™ best treatment for breast cancer
or nothing at allé A there would be a justiped outcry and yet governments continue to fund 4™
best support services for people with disability.

This report will begin the outcry and provide evidence for the communityds demand that
governments provide and fund only the very best support based on empirical evidence.

Institutional abuse continues € Just as disability can learn from the practice of evidence-
based decision-making of the medical community, the general community can learn much from
the many reports highlighting abuse in institutions for people with intellectual disability. Research
demonstrates that institutions within their structure promote or allow abuse to take place. This
is why we are not surprised at the latest media reports about abuse in nursing homes; many
of us remember the kerosene bathing incident in Victoria some years ago and promises from
governments and service providers that this would not happen again. But, as the many reports
on abuse in institutions for people with disability have shown, promises and new processes can
not change inherent structural problems.

Mark Pattison
Executive Ofpcer, NCID
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